St. Stephen Parish
5128-53rd Street Lacombe, AB T4L 1J7
Phone: 403-782-3514 Cell: 825-706-4862
E-mail: StStephen.Lacombe@caedm.ca
Web: https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/
Office Hours: 9:00 –12:00 & 1:00 –3:00
Tuesday-Thursday
Friday 9-12

July 10, 2022
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 30.10-14
Psalm 69
Colossians 1.15-20
Luke 10.23-37

Weekday Masses:
Tuesday evening @ 7pm
Friday morning @ 9am
Celebration of the Lords Day Mass:
Saturday evening @ 5pm
Sunday morning @ 11am

As Jesus continues his journey to Jerusalem, he is confronted by a scholar of the law who wants to test him.
In the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Jesus is asked about the greatest commandment. Here, in Luke's Gospel, the lawyer asks what we must do to inherit eternal life. In the other two Gospels, Jesus answers the
question by quoting Deuteronomy 6:5, on loving God with all your heart, and Leviticus 19:18, on loving your
neighbor. Here Jesus asks the expert to answer this question, “What is written in the law?” The man is
caught and responds with Deuteronomy 6:5. This verse is one of the most important prayers in Judaism, and
it was said twice a day in Jesus' time. Love of God and love of neighbor are what is required for eternal life.
Jesus' response is simple, “Do this and you will live.”
Having been shown up by Jesus, the lawyer tries another question: Who is my neighbor whom I must love
like myself? In the society of Jesus' time, with its distinctions between Jews and Gentiles, men and women,
clean and unclean, this was a trick question. Jesus responds with one of the most beautiful of all the parables, the Good Samaritan. It is found only in Luke's Gospel.
The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends 3,300 feet in just 17 miles. Its narrow passes and rocky terrain
made it an easy place for bandits to wait for travelers. The traveler in this parable is identified only as “a certain man.” Luke uses this phrase in many of his parables so that the audience, Jew or Gentile, could identify
with the man. After the attack, the man is left for dead, naked and bleeding on the side of the road. A priest
comes along, but rather than helping, as one might expect, he moves to the other side of the road. Another
religious person comes along, a Levite who assists in the Temple. His reaction is the same as the priest's.
Both of them choose to not even find out if the man is alive. A third person comes along. The listeners would
probably expect him to be an Israelite. This would make the parable a criticism of the religious leadership.
Instead he is a Samaritan, an Israelite's most hated neighbor. Samaritans were descendents of Jews from
the northern part of the country, who had intermarried with Gentiles and did not worship in Jerusalem. The
Samaritan not only goes over to the injured man but cleans his wounds, puts him on his own animal, takes
him to an inn to recover, and promises to pay all his expenses. The hated enemy is the compassionate
neighbor in this parable.
Jesus has demolished all boundary expectations. It is not social definitions such as class, religion, gender, or
ethnicity that determines who is our neighbor. A neighbor is a person who acts with compassion toward another. The point becomes not who deserves to be loved as I love myself, but that I become a person who
treats everyone with compassion.
When Jesus asks the lawyer who was the neighbor in the story, the lawyer can't bring himself to say it was
the Samaritan. All he says is that it was “the one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus' response was similar to
that of the first discussion: “Go and do likewise.” The lawyer, and we, know what is right. The key is to do it.

If you are new to our parish
welcome! Please fill one of
our new parishioner cards
from the bulletin board and
drop it in the collection plate.
Pledge Campaign – Reflection
“Each of you must give as you have made up
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough
of everything, you may share abundantly in
every good work.” II Corinthians

Join us next Friday July
15 after the 9am mass
for our Senior Spiritual
Cafe.. Join us for coffee, goodies and great
conversation!

Prayer:

Our Knights of Columbus
will be hosting their Pancake Breakfast this Sunday July10 after Sunday
11:00 Mass. Everyone is
invited. Come enjoy some
yummy pancakes and great
fellowship!

Loving God, we ask you to fill our congregation with cheerful hearts, as we respond to
the opportunity to offer our commitment and
support to the current Pledge Campaign.
Move us to generosity in your love as we dedicate ourselves to the work you have entrusted to us. We ask this in your Son’s name, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen
Pledge Campaign #3 Ends in Sep 2022
In spite of 30 months of Covid restrictions and
caution, your donations toward the current
Pledge Campaign #3 have totaled $313,822
(63% of our $500,000 target) to pay the mortgage on our church building. Of 30 parishioners who filled out pledge forms, 11 have already completed their pledge, 12 are more
than 2/3 paid, 4 are more than 1/3 paid, and 3
are less than 1/3 paid. With only 3 months left
to contribute to this Campaign, we respectfully ask those with pledges underway to review
and confirm their contributions will complete
their pledged amount.
Thanks to all who have contributed to the
Campaign over those troubling times, and
those who continue to do so in our new postCovid era. Without all of you, we would not
have such a beautiful new church for our celebrations and fellowship. This same faith and
steadfastness will see us through the paying
of the remaining mortgage. God Bless!

Dear Parishioners
I greatly appreciate your help
and support to build up an active parish community at St
Stephen.
I would like to bring to your attention that
we are struggling financially to pay off our
mortgage. I understand your financial
struggle too ,due to inflation and many
other causes, but if possible would you
consider contributing to the parish which
can sustain the life of our parish.
Thanking you for all that you do for our
parish community.
Prayers,
Father Simmy Joseph

.Want to know what is happening in the parish?

Our web site has the parish calendar, bulletins, ministry schedules and so much more!
GO TO: https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/

Mass Intention

July 5: Special Intention of Tanna Oness
July 5: Special Intention of Thomas Hoffman
July 8: Holy Souls in Purgatory
July 8: Special Intention of Andrew Hoffman

Experience the Holy
Land with Father
Simmy, a place
where the Bible
comes alive!
From Oct . 22 - Nov
4, Father Simmy will be leading a group to
the different sites related to the Old Testament and the New Testament, highlighting
the sites where Our Lord lived, healed,
preached and rose from the dead...

July 9: Special Intention of Marcus & Bernadette Weinkauf
July 9: +Patrick Doherty
July 10: + Leo Specht
July 10: Special Intention of Logan Fraser
July 12: Yvonne Gusdal
July 15: Special Intention of Mark & Trudy
Stanistreet

Space is still available, join us! Last day to
reserve your space is July 17th.

July 16: + Elizabeth Koster

For more information and to reserve your
space, contact Maria at 780-707-1683 /
email: marianathatours@outlook.com

July 23: + Tyler Zunti

The Pastoral Care ministry
would like to make both
home and extended care
facility visits available to
those who wish to receive
the Eucharist. Whether for
you or for a family member, please register by
contacting Julie Galenza
by phone 403-782-2359.

Our parish is in
need of a Volunteer
Coordinator. If you
are interested in filling this ministry,
please contact Father Simmy at the
Parish office at 403782-3514 for more
information.

July 17: + Rich Thien

For the Pope’s Prayer Intention:

We pray for the elderly, who represent
the roots and memory of a people; may
their experience and wisdom help
young people to look towards the future
with hope and responsibility.
Father Simmy would like to get
to know the families of our parish. Father will be available
Tuesday and Fridays for confessions or if you would like to
have him come visit your family. Please contact the Parish office.
If you would like anyone on the Parish Pray
List please contact the Parish Office 403 7823514.
If anyone is celebrating birthdays and anniversaries , let us celebrate with you, please contact the Parish Office.

E-TRANSFER (auto deposit) is here!!

Sacramental Information

BAPTISM– Baptism Preparation is compulsory
for parents prior to the Baptism of their child.
Please contact the Parish Office to register.
MARRIAGE—Please contact the parish office
one year to six months before the proposed
date of your marriage. A pre-marriage course
is obligatory.
FUNERAL—Family or designated person by
the family should contact the Parish Office for
funeral arrangements with the Parish Priest.

Mortgage FUNDRAISER - Bottle
Drives

No service fees
Include your name, address
& contact information, in the message
box please specify if your donation is
going to the operation of the church
( mass supplies, utilities, Together We
Serve, etc) or to the mortgage.
Please send the e-transfer to: StStephen.Lacombe@caedm.ca
Thank you for supporting our church!

July and August - NO BOTTLE
DRIVES
Enjoy your summer with friends and family!!!!!
See you in September!!!

Parish Priest
Father Simmy Joseph 780 720-1291
Parish Secretary
Cathy Weinkauf 403 782-3514
Liturgy RCIA Coordinator
Annette Specht 403 782-2708
Knights of Columbus
Dwayne Berlando 403 396-4453
CWL
Donna Tugwood-Jackson 403 872-0367

Please pray for the sick of our
Parish:

FLCS Principal
Maria Wagner 403 782-9345

Sandra Villeneuve, Marian Sage,

St Gregory the Great Principal

Vicky Barcklay, Chad Weiler,

Rose McQuay 403 885-1008

Robert Williams, Sheryl Paquette,
Tom DeForge

Trustee-STAR Catholic Division
Donna Tugwood-Jackson 403 872-0367

