
St. Stephen Parish 

5128-53rd Street   Lacombe, AB   T4L 1J7  

Phone: 403-782-3514  Cell: 825-706-4862 

E-mail: StStephen.Lacombe@caedm.ca 

Web: https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/  

Office Hours:  9:00 –12:00 & 1:00 –3:00 Tuesday—Friday 

Weekday Masses:  
Tuesday evening @ 7pm 
Friday morning @ 9am 
Celebration of the Lords Day Mass: 
Saturday evening @ 5pm 
Sunday morning @ 11am                   

September 5, 2021 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

Isaiah 35.4-7   Psalm 146 

James 2.1-5 

  Mark 7.31-37 

 

Today we continue to hear the Gospel of Mark proclaimed. In to-
day’s reading, Jesus heals a man who was deaf and had a speech 
impediment. This is a story about Jesus’ healing power, and in it we 
find clues about our understanding of sacrament. We are struck by 
the physical means used to heal the man, the use of spittle and 
touch. The Church continues to celebrate the sacraments using 
physical means. In the Sacrament of Baptism, water and oil are 
used to show the power of the Holy Spirit. In the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick, we are anointed with holy oil on the forehead and the hands. In the 
Eucharist, bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. We are a sacramental 
people who believe that God’s grace is given to us through these physical signs. 

Some, however, see in this Gospel an image of the proclamation of the good news of Je-
sus to the Gentiles. The geographic references tell us that Jesus is journeying through 
Gentile territory. Jesus had previously visited this region and healed a person possessed 
by a demon. Jesus was already famous there, which explains why people brought the 
deaf man to him.The story that precedes this reading in Mark’s Gospel sets the stage. 
Jesus encounters a Gentile, a Syrophoenician woman who asks him to heal her demon-
possessed daughter. Jesus engages her in a dialogue about not feeding to dogs the 
food intended for children. Jesus is struck by the woman’s great faith when she replies 
that even dogs eat the food that falls from the table, and he heals her daughter immedi-
ately. The faith of this Greek woman compels Jesus to respond to her plea. 

Mark shows that Jesus’ own mission affirms the early Church’s mission to the Gentiles. 
This was a significant issue to the early Christian community, which found that the good 
news of Jesus took root and spread quickly among the Gentiles. Yet there is an irony in 
the story of healing that Mark tells. Jesus gives the man the gift of speech, but then tells 
him not to use it. Jesus asks that the news of his healing power, which is evidence of his 
identity as the Messiah, not be spread. This is a recurring motif in Mark’s Gospel and is 
sometimes called the “messianic secret.” 

https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/


Want to know 
what is happening 

in the parish? 

Our web site has 
the parish calen-

dar, bulletins, ministry schedules and so much 
more! 

GO TO: https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/ 

On August 25th, Archbish-
op Smith announced the 
new Archdiocese of Ed-
monton appointments. Fa-
ther Shimit Abraham is ap-
pointed Pastor of Corpus 
Christi parish in Edmon-
ton. Rev. Simmy Joseph, 

CMI, currently Parochial Vicar at St. Jo-
seph’s Basilica, is appointed Pastor of St. 
Augustine parish in Ponoka and St. Ste-
phen parish in Lacombe. The appoint-
ments are effective September 22nd.  

Fr Shimit has blessed St Stephen parish 
as a “good and faithful servant”, especial-
ly through his guidance during the build-
ing of our church. We wish him all the 
best in his new appointment. We will be 
having a farewell BBQ on Sunday Sep-
tember 12th  Please join us in wishing 
him a fond farewell. 

Children's Litur-

gy:  The "Word" 

that is heard at 

Mass is proclaimed 

and explained at a 

level that the chil-

dren will understand. The enrichment 

information for Sunday is supplied to 

leaders so that they can knowledgeably 

share the word of God with the children. 

This ministry is suitable for anyone who 

enjoys children and is willing to share 

time during Mass with them. The reward 

of seeing the children develop an under-

standing of the Gospel message of Je-

sus gives us hope for the future of our 

faith and that of the children to whom we 

minister. The Word comes alive through 

the eyes of the children. Both are 

blessed by participation in this ministry.  

If you would like to volunteer  with 

the important ministry please contact 

Nicole Beauchamp @ nicolebeau-

champ@gmail.com 

Called to Protect (CTP) 

training is mandatory for 

all clergy, archdiocesan 

and parish employees 

and camp staff in the 

Archdiocese of Edmon-

ton.  It is also re-

quired  for all volunteers.   

The first Fall Called to Protect training Zoom 
Session for 2.5 hours is scheduled on Mon-
day Sept 13, 2021 starting 4:30 pm to 7 
pm.  email addresses.  Please contact Cathe-
rine Witzany-catherinewitzaney@gmail.com if 
you would like to attend this session. 

https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/


Please pray for the sick of 

our Parish:  

Sandra Villeneuve, Marian 

Sage, Vicky Barcklay, Pat 

Hayden  

                  Mass Intentions       

September 4: Special Intention of Simon Hoff-

man 

September 4: + Guido Convertini 

September 5: Special Intention of Ben Oness  

September 7: Kimberley Salmon & family 

September 10: + Holy Souls 

September 10: Special Intention of Marley 

Oness 

September 11: Special Intention of Simone 

Mageau 

September 12: + Elizabeth Koster 

September 14: Special Intention of Gordon Hoff-

man 

September 17: + Holy Souls 

September 17: Special Intention of Paula Oness 

Dear friends,                                 New Beginning in Hope 

Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, 

I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand (Isaiah 41:10). 

As the month of September fast approaches, and the start of another school year looms from behind the 

shadows, we look forward to a new beginning; a year filled with promise and hope. Over the past seventeen 

months, we have witnessed the state of society and our lives change in ways we might never have imagined 

two years ago. From the closing of borders to the adherence to strict protocols, life has been challenging, 

and for some, even devastating.                                                                                                              

Throughout the pandemic, we learned many valuable lessons: we learned to depend on the support of fami-

ly, friends, neighbours, our health care systems, and especially our faith communities. We learned that a 

world concerned with the plight of others is better than a world centered on ourselves. We learned that even 

though we could not practice our faith in person, technology made it possible for us to gather and pray virtu-

ally. Most important of all, we learned through the sorrow and pain how we depend fully upon the steadfast 

love and saving help of God, who never abandons us.                                                                              

COVID-19 is just the latest hardship in a long line of civil unrest and human suffering. Once again, we have 

seen that, in difficult circumstances, God gives us the capacity to overcome the challenges through faith in 

His Son, Jesus Christ. As we embark upon a new academic year, may we know daily the joy of the victori-

ous help of our Lord. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

✠ Richard W. Smith 
Archbishop of Edmonton 

Father Lacombe Catholic 

School  

will be celebrating their 

first school mass of the 

year on Friday Septem-

ber 10. 

All parishioners are invit-

ed to attend. 



Sacramental Information  

BAPTISM– Baptism Preparation is compulsory 

for parents prior to the Baptism of their child.  

Please   contact the Parish Office to register. 

MARRIAGE—Please contact the parish office 

one year to six months before the proposed 

date of your marriage.    A pre-marriage course 

is obligatory. 

FUNERAL—Family or designated person by 

the    family should contact the Parish Office 

for funeral arrangements with the Parish 

Priest.  

Parish Priest    

 Father Shimit Abraham   780 932-5659 

Parish Secretary   

 Cathy Weinkauf          403 782-3514 

Parish Council Chairman   

 Glen Snethun   587 693-4281 

Liturgy RCIA Coordinator  

  Annette Specht   403 782-2708 

   E-TRANSFER 

(auto deposit) is 

here!! 

No service fees 

Include your name, address & con-

tact information, in the message 

box please specify if your donation 

is going to the operation of the 

church ( mass supplies,utilities, To-

gether We Serve, etc) or to the 

mortgage. 

Please send the e-transfer to: 

StStephen.Lacombe@caedm.ca 

Tax receipts will be issued in 2022. 

 

Congratulations to Weston 
Rex Parrill, son of Matthew 
and Michelle Parrill 

               and  

Rene 111, son of Rene Jr 
and Florian Guilalas who 
were baptized this week-

end. 

Make them faithful disciples and witness 
to you Gospel through Baptism and 
Confirmation 


