
St. Stephen Parish 

5128-53rd Street   Lacombe, AB   T4L 1J7  

Phone 403-782-3514   

E-mail: StStephen.Lacombe@caedm.ca 

Web: https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/  

Office Hours:  9:00 –12:00 & 1:00 –3:00 Tuesday—Friday 

Mass Times:  Tuesday - 9:00 pm       Friday - 9: 00 a.m.  
           Saturday - 5:00 p.m.   Sunday - 11:00 a.m.     

In today’s Gospel we experience John the Baptist urging us 
to prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus. St. Francis de 
Sales has us start with our hearts: 

Our heart is the source of our action. As our heart is, so are 
our actions. Whoever wins a person’s heart has won the 
whole person. Yet even the heart, where we wish to begin, 
must be instructed.  John the Baptist wants us to fill our 
fearful hearts with faith and hope. Certain fears and anxie-
ties, when excessive, unnerve the heart and often lead to 
discouragement. These are the ditches and valleys that 
must be filled with confidence and hope to prepare for Our 
Lord’s coming. 

Make straight the paths. Roads that twist and turn fatigue 
and greatly mislead the traveler. We must straighten our 
ways with confidence that God will give us the necessary 
help to acquire an even disposition. Don’t lose heart. Be 
patient. Do all you can to develop a spirit of compassion. I 
have no doubt that God is holding you by the hand. If God 
allows you to stumble, it is only to let you know that if God 
were not holding your hand, you would fall. This is how we 
learn to take a tighter hold of God’s hand. 

It is not possible for us to have a change of heart so totally 
right away. We need patience. If you strive to practice pa-
tience faithfully God will give it to you. We must be like the 
mariner who, in steering his vessel, always keeps his eye on 
the needle of the compass. We must have only one inten-
tion and that is pleasing God. Let us pay attention to the 
Word of God and digest it well. How delightful it is to reflect 
on our Savior. He had perfect equanimity of spirit shining 
brilliantly in the midst of all sorts of changing circumstanc-
es. How pleasing it is to find this even disposition in some-
one. Those who have Jesus Christ in their heart will soon 
have Him in all their ways. 

December 8, 2019 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
   Isaiah 2.1-5  Psalm 122 

 Romans 13.11-14 Matthew 24.37-44 Join the ADVENTure! 
Take a break from the 
Christmas rush! Learn 
something new about 
the beautiful season of 

Advent.  Our next session is this TUESDAY  
DECEMBER  10th, 7-8 pm in the parish hall. 
We have a children’s program as well! 

TUESDAY’S THEME: WATCH AND PRAY. 
We’re surrounded throughout the Advent 
season with various images, voices, and ad-
vertisements of what our culture deems to 
be the “true meaning of Christmas,” and we 
feel a lot of pressure to have perfect parties, 
decorations, and gifts. The problem with 
these things is that they tend to create con-
fusion in our families and distract from what 
truly matters-the coming of Jesus Christ! By 
approaching Advent with “watchful” hearts, 
we will begin to see God’s work in our lives 
in very real ways. 

WHAT TO BRING:  Your Bible, and a small 
plate of treats for fellowship if you can! SEE 
YOU THEN!!   

The Evangelization and Faith Formation 
Team 

For more info contact Mike at 403 783 9839 
(cell) or mmarien@me.com 

https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/


Contributing to Pledge Campaign #3 

Pledge Campaign #3 is focused on paying the church mortgage for 
the next 3 years. You can donate by filling out a pledge form that 
is available from the church office or the St Stephen website 
(ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/News). In addition, the website 
now has a new link to our St Stephen page on Canada Helps, 
which will allow you to donate to the Mortgage Fund using your 
credit card or Paypal. Of course, you can continue to donate 
through the Mortgage Fund envelopes found in the pews and the 
foyer. Please pray and discern your commitment to paying our 
mortgage through support to this Campaign. God Bless! 

Pledge Campaign – Reflection 

“For, as I testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, 
and even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privi-
leges of sharing in this ministry to the saints—and this, not merely 
as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and by the 
will of God to us…” 2 Corinthians 8:3-5 

Prayer: 

Oh God, I am frightened to think about coming to you for guid-
ance. I am not sure I want to hear what you have to say. Forgive 
me. Help me to lay aside all of the reasons and fears and help me 
to turn to you in faith and trust. Help me, oh God, to be open to 
whatever you would have me do. Fill my heart with the Macedoni-
an spirit of generosity. Through Christ my Lord, Amen. 

 

All new and current members are invited to 
join their sisters in the league at our social 
potluck meeting on Wednesday, December 
11th at 6pm for an evening of fellow-
ship.  Please bring a dish to share!!     Missed 
the Membership Drive??  Give Terry M at call 
at 403-396-2824 

Christmas Poinsettia 

If any parishioner would like to help 

purchase Christmas Poinsettias  please 

put your donation  in an envelope 

marked “ Christmas Flowers” 

Thank you in advance 

St Stephen Penitential 

Service 

Tuesday December 17 @ 

7pm 

Check the Parish website 

for Penitential Services in 

our Deanery. 

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT: HOPE 

We light a second purple candle on the second Sun-
day of Advent to represent the hope of Christ com-
ing to the world. 

The word "hope" has two meanings in the Bible. The 
first, tiqvah, contains the sense of eager anticipation 
or waiting. The second, elpis. depicts a sense of con-
fident expectation based on certainty. Biblical hope 
is secured by God's faithfulness to His promises. For 
the Old Testament leaders, their hope was in the 
Messiah's arrival. For us, it is the hope of the Messi-
ah's return. 

God's plan for humanity unfolded in the town of 

Bethlehem, the birthplace of the Messiah, joyously 

fulfilling a long-awaited promise. Today we confi-

dently wait for the Messiah's triumphant return. 

"But you, Bethlehem, only a small village in Judah, 

yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose 

origins are from a distant past ... And He will stand 

to lead His flock with the Lord's strength ... Then His 

people will live undisturbed, for He will be highly 

honored all around the world. And He will be the 

source of our peace." (Micah 5:2, 4-5)  



Parish Priest Father Shimit Abraham 780-932-5659 

Parish Secretary Cathy Weinkauf 403-782-3514 

Finance Chair Talia Hibbs  

Parish Council 
Chair 

Glen Snethun 403 789-6287 

Grand Knight Raymond Cyr  

CWL President Donna Tugwood-  

FLCS Principal Maria Wagner 403 782-9345 

Liturgy /RCIA Co-

ordinator 

Annette Specht 403 782 2708 

St Gregory the 

Great Principle 

Ike Hanna 403 885-1008 

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:  

Pat Hayden, Jill Miller, Helen Depeauw, 

Nancy Wynnyk, Sylvia Jorgenson, 

Loretta Schropp, Brittnay Sage & Elaine 

McIIwain, Ellen Theresa Cheeseman, 

Teresa Graham, Dax Holloway.  

                 Mass Intentions 

December 7: Special Intention of Pia & Ser-

gio Bezze 

December 8: +Leon Doetzel 

                         Special Intention of Pat Rodrick 

December 10: + Sylvia Wylie 

December  13: Special Intention  Richard Fraser 

December  14: +John Stang 

December 15: + Cecil & Eltha Oness 

 

Weekday Masses for the month of December  

will be Tuesday and Friday mornings at 9am. 

Thanks to everyone who supported the Mortgage 
Fundraising Event.   

$290 was raised to help pay the mortgage!!!    

   Therese 

Father Lacombe Catholic School Christmas Concert 

Wednesday December 11 @ 6:30 at St Stephen 

Church 

Monday December 16 @ 6:30 at St Stephen 

 

St Gregory the Great Advent Concert 

Wednesday December 11 @ 1:00pm in the school 

gym 

Thursday December 12 @ 1:00pm in the school gym 

Everyone is invited to attend. 



The Cookie Walk will take 

place  after Mass on Sunday 

December 15, 2019. 

There will be NO Bottle Drive 
in December so please save 
your containers over the 
Christmas season and bring 

them to the January Bottle Drive on January 
25& 26.  Need more information about which 
containers to collect - pick up a brochure from 
the Parish Bulletin board.  While you are there 
pick up a Bottle Drive schedule and put it on 
your fridge!!!  If you would like your containers 
picked up or to drop them off please call 
Therese 403 782-2057 to make arrangements!! 

'Hear the Word of God and Do It' 

Living in the Word  ̶ ̶ Make time each day for a prayerful 

listening to the Word of God. We may wonder how, in the 

midst of many demands upon our time, this might be possi-

ble. This can be a particular challenge, especially, for parents 

with infants and young children. However hectic our circum-

stances, Jesus invites us to remember "the one thing neces-

sary:" taking time to listen to him (cf. Luke 10:42).

(Archbishop Smith, Pastoral Letter, September 14, 2017)  

Father Lacombe Catholic 
School will be having their 
Christmas School Mass, Fri-
day December 13 @ 9am. 

All parishioners are invited 
to attend. 

 

December 24– Christmas Eve 

                            Children's Nativity Pageant - 

                            6:30 with Mass to follow at  

                            7pm 

December 25– Christmas Day 

                            Mass at 11am 

December 31– New Years Eve 

                            No Mass 

January 1-         New Years Day  

                            Mass at 11am 

The Volunteer Link Board thanks 
your dedicated volunteers for 
their continued service being the 
hands and feet of Christ in 2019. 

If you wish to volunteer for this amazing organi-
zation, please call Sheila at 403 786 0110 

MONTHLY HEALING 
MASS– Sacred Heart Par-
ish, Red Deer 
Sunday, December 15 
Starting at 5PM 
Immediately following 
Mass, there will be Ado-

ration and prayers from 6-7PM led by the 
Shalom Prayer Retreat Team, which is open 
to all.  
This will be followed by a healing service led 
by the Sacred Heart Healing Ministry. 
As always, all are welcome… 
           Come for the music, 
                       Come for the blessing, 
                                   Come for the healing! 


