
St. Stephen Parish 

5128-53rd Street   Lacombe, AB   T4L 1J7  

Phone 403-782-3514   

E-mail: StStephen.Lacombe@caedm.ca 

Web: https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/  

Office Hours:  9:00 –12:00 & 1:00 –3:00 Tuesday—Friday 

Mass Times:  Tuesday - 7:00 p.m.  Friday - 9: 00 a.m.  
           Saturday - 5:00 p.m.   Sunday - 11:00 a.m.     

For Catholics, the new Liturgical Year commences with the first Sunday of 
Advent. In this new liturgical year, the Church not only wishes to indicate the 
beginning of a period, but the beginning of a renewed commitment to the 
faith by all those who follow Christ, the Lord. This time of prayer and path of 
penance that is so powerful, rich and intense, endeavors to give us a renewed 
impetus to truly welcome the message of the One who was incarnated for us. 
In fact, the entire Liturgy of the Advent season, will spur us to an awakening in 
our Christian life and will put us in a ‘vigilant’ disposition, to wait for Our Lord 
Jesus who is coming: 

‘Awaken! Remember that God comes! Not yesterday, not tomorrow, but to-
day, now! The one true God, "the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob", is not a 
God who is there in Heaven, unconcerned with us and our history, but he is the-
God-who-comes.’1 

The Season of Advent is therefore a season of vigilant waiting, that prepares 
us to welcome the mystery of the Word Incarnate, who will give the ‘Light’ to 
the womb of the Virgin Mary, but essentially this time prepares us not only to 
welcome this great event but to incarnate it in our lives. We could say that the 
true light enters the world through the immaculate womb of Mary but it does 
not stay there. On the contrary, this light flows out into our dark, obscure, 
sinful lives to illuminate them, so that we can become the light that illumi-
nates the world. For this reason, let us live this time of waiting not only to 
celebrate a historical memory but to repeat this memory in our lives and in the 
service of others. To wait for the Lord who comes, means to wait and to watch 
so that the Word of Love enters inside us and focuses us every day of our lives. 

As Blessed John Henry Newman reminded us in a homily for the Advent Sea-
son: “Advent is a time of waiting, it is a time of joy because the coming of 
Christ is not only a gift of grace and salvation but it is also a time of commit-
ment because it motivates us to live the present as a time of responsibility and 
vigilance. This ‘vigilance’ means the necessity, the urgency of an industrious, 
living ‘wait’. To make all this happen, then we need to wake up, as we are 
warned by the apostle to the Gentiles, in today's reading to the Romans: 
‘Besides this you know what hour it is, how it is full time now for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed” (Rm 
13:11). 

We must start our journey to ascend to the mountain of the Lord, to be illumi-
nated by His Words of peace and to allow Him to indicate the path to tread (cf. 
Is 2:1-5). Moreover, we must change our conduct abandoning the works of 
darkness and put on the ‘armor of light’ and so seek only to do God’s work and 
to abandon the deeds of the flesh (cf. Rm 13:12-14). Jesus, through the story 
in the parable, outlines the Christian life style that must not be distracted and 
indifferent but must be vigilant and recognize even the smallest sign of the 
Lord’s coming because we don’t know the hour in which He will arrive (cf. Mt 
24:39-44) 

December 1, 2019 

1st Sunday of Advent 
   Isaiah 2.1-5  Psalm 122 

 Romans 13.11-14 Matthew 24.37-44 Join the ADVENTure! 
Are you already tired of 
Christmas carols? Feeling 
stressed about the 
“holiday” season? Most of 
us do! Here’s a chance to 

breathe and really get to know what the sea-
son of Advent is all about! 

Our next session is this WEDNESDAY DECEM-
BER 4th, 7-9 pm in the parish hall. And good 
news! We have a children’s program as well! 

WEDNESDAY’S THEME: TRUST IN GOD. Dis-
trust in God has plagued us from the very be-
ginning with the sin of Adam and Eve. Howev-
er, God remained faithful His Promises, and 
spoke through the prophets to reveal the 
coming of the Messiah. Mary provided the 
most life changing gift in human history-Jesus- 
all because she trusted God and said “yes”. 

We will explore our trust in God and how our 
“yes” can change the world! 

 

WHAT TO BRING:  Your Bible, and a small 
plate of treats for fellowship if you can! SEE 
YOU THEN!!   

The Evangelization and Faith Formation Team 

For more info contact Mike at 403 783 9839 
(cell) or mmarien@me.com 

https://ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2019-12-01#_ftn1


Contributing to Pledge Campaign #3 

Pledge forms for Campaign #3 are still available from the 
church office or the St Stephen website 
(ststephenlacombe.caedm.ca/News). In addition, the web-
site now has a new link to our St Stephen page on Canada 
Helps, which will allow you to donate to the Mortgage Fund 
using your credit card or Paypal. Of course, you can continue 
to donate through the Mortgage Fund envelopes found in the 
pews and the foyer. Please pray and discern your commitment 
to paying our mortgage through support to this Campaign. 
Thank you for your continued support of our church. God 
Bless! 

Pledge Campaign – Reflection 

“We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of 
God that has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; for 
during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on 
their part.” 2 Corinthians 8:1-2 

Prayer: 

O God, thank you for the examples of generosity you have sent 
into our lives. Forgive us Lord for being more concerned with 
how much we can earn, have and keep, instead of how much 
we can give. Open our hearts, O God, to the joy of generosity. 
Amen. 

We welcome two new ladies to our CWL 
group and invite them along with all our cur-
rent members to our next meeting which will 
be a social evening with a potluck supper on 
December 11th at 6pm. Come and enjoy an 
evening of fellowship and bring along a dish 
to share.  Looking forward to seeing all of you 
there! 

Christmas Poinsettia 

If any parishioner would like to help 

purchase Christmas Poinsettias  please 

put your donation  in an envelope 

marked “ Christmas Flowers” 

Thank you in advance 

St Stephen Penitential 

Service 

Tuesday December 17 @ 

7pm 

Check the Parish website 

for Penitential Services in 

our Deanery. 

Advent comes from the Latin word meaning 
"coming." Jesus is coming, and Advent is intended to 
be a season of preparation for His arrival. While we 
typically regard Advent as a joyous season, it is also 
intended to be a period of preparation, much like 
Lent. Prayer, penance and fasting are appropriate 
during this season. 

Advent is not as strict as Lent, and there are no rules 
for fasting, but it is meant to be a period of self-
preparation. The purple color associated with Ad-
vent is also the color of penance. The faithful should 
fast during the first two weeks in particular and re-
ceive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

The color of the Third Sunday of Advent is rose. This 
color symbolizes joy and represents the happiness 
we will experience when Jesus comes again. The 
Third Sunday is a day of anticipatory celebration. It is 
formerly called "Gaudete" Sunday; gaudete means 
"rejoice" in Latin. 

Finally, Sundays during Advent, just as during Lent, 

should not be given to fasting, but instead to cele-

bration because we celebrate the resurrection of 

Our Lord every Sunday. It is important to remember, 

however, there are no particular rules for how the 

laity should observe Advent. 



Sacramental Information  

BAPTISM– Baptism Preparation is compulsory 

for parents prior to the Baptism of their child.  

Please   contact the Parish Office to register. 

MARRIAGE—Please contact the parish office one 

year to six months before the proposed date of 

your marriage.    A pre-marriage course is obliga-

tory. 

FUNERAL—Family or designated person by the    

family should contact the Parish Office for funeral          

arrangements with the Parish Priest.  

Parish Priest Father Shimit Abraham 780-932-5659 

Parish Secretary Cathy Weinkauf 403-782-3514 

Finance Chair Talia Hibbs  

Parish Council 
Chair 

Glen Snethun 403 789-6287 

Grand Knight Raymond Cyr  

CWL President Donna Tugwood-  

FLCS Principal Maria Wagner 403 782-9345 

Liturgy /RCIA Co-

ordinator 

Annette Specht 403 782 2708 

St Gregory the 

Great Principle 

Ike Hanna 403 885-1008 

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:  

Pat Hayden, Jill Miller, Helen Depeauw, 

Nancy Wynnyk, Sylvia Jorgenson, 

Loretta Schropp, Brittnay Sage & Elaine 

McIIwain, Ellen Theresa Cheeseman, 

Teresa Graham, Dax Holloway.  

                 Mass Intentions 

November 29: Special Intention of Tim Mo-

ran 

November 30: Special Intention of Ray & Deryl Comeau 

December 1: Special Intention of Paula Oness & Allen 

Meek 

December 3: Special Intention of Peggy Hoffman 

December 6: + Leon Doetzel 

There will be Mass this Tuesday December 3 

@ 7pm. 

 

Mystic Tours  presents Holy Land Pilgrimage  

April 15-24, 2020 

Lead by the Reverend Fr. Shimit Abraham 

CFIC 

9 Day Holy Land Pilgrimage 

Brochures are on the table in the foyer 

Any parents/guardians who 
are interested in having 
their children participate in 
a Christmas Eve Nativity 
play are asked to sign up in 
the foyer after Mass this 
Sunday. We are looking for 
3-4 children to read the sto-
ry, and others to act it 

out.  There will be one or two practices after 
Mass on December 15th and 22nd. We have 
all the costumes, so no last minute sewing 
required! For more info, contact Stephanie 
(stephanie.amstuz@starcatholic.ab.ca )or 
Melissa 
(melissa.butcher@starcatholic.ab.ca) 

mailto:stephanie.amstuz@starcatholic.ab.ca
mailto:melissa.butcher@starcatholic.ab.ca


Collection Count for the Month of Novem-

ber 

Regular Envelopes:             4185.00 

Loose:                                     986.55 

Outreach:                                 25.00 

TWS:                                          75.00 

Utilities:                                     20.00 

Mortgage Fund:                   5755.00 

2 Mortgage Fund:                1252.90 

 

The Cookie Walk will take 

place  after Mass on Sunday 

December 15, 2019. 

Thanks to everyone who donat-
ed containers to the Bottle Drive 
last weekend!  We raised over 
$90 to help pay the mort-

gage!!  There will be NO Bottle Drive in December!! 
Please save your containers over the Christmas sea-
son and bring them to the January Bottle Drive on 
January 25& 26.  Need more information about 
which containers to collect - pick up a brochure 
from the Parish Bulletin board.  While you are there 
pick up a Bottle Drive schedule and put it on your 
fridge!!!  If you would like your containers picked 
up or to drop them off please call Therese 403 782-
2057 to make arrangements!! 

Give the Gift of Life this Winter! Canadian 
Blood Services still needs to fill 130 appoint-
ments for their upcoming mobile donor cen-
tre, Monday December 2nd  at St Stephen’s 
Catholic Parish from 3:30pm – 7:30 pm. Bless 
a local patient and book now at blood.ca or by 
calling 1-888-2-DONATE  (1-888-236-6283) 

'Hear the Word of God and Do It' 

Living in the Word  ̶ ̶ The hearing of Christ's Word 

demands a silent and attentive listening. This re-

quires effort and determination. Living in a world of 

noise, we must be always cultivating, with the help 

of God's grace, an inner stillness in which we are dis-

posed to hear and be transformed by the Word of 

God. (Archbishop Smith, Pastoral Letter, September 

Grace with lines inspired by the Readings for December 1,  

First Sunday of Advent  

Leader:  Lord Jesus, we thank you for your Word. You compare 
your advent to the days of Noah. (Matthew 24:37-41) 

All:  May we be prepared for your arrival  

To Father  Shimit, 

many thanks for ac-

knowledging my 

90th Birthday and 

for all the singing 

and clapping from you all. 

I’m sorry that I had to leave early and didn’t know 

that would all be so kind. 

Also thanks to all that signed the lovely card on Sun-

day morning. I’m so lucky to know so many nice peo-

ple. 

With warmest wishes 

Marybelle 


