
 

Please remember when lighting vo-
tives that our motto in support of fire 
safety is “If you light it, snuff it!” and 
we appreciate that all children light-
ing votives be supervised.  Thank 
you! 

Do you have ideas you would like to share 

with fellow parishioners? 

Are you highly motivated and willing to take 

on a special project? 

The Parish of St. Stephen is in need of indi-

viduals who are willing to work on a fund-

raising committee. 

Please consider sharing your talents with 

your fellow parishioners. 

Contact the Parish Office @403-782-3514 for 
more details 

Annual Turkey supper is 
Oct 27 at the LMC 
 
Like last year we are asking for 
cash donations to cover our gro-
cery expenses. 
We collected enough last year to 

cover our advertising, rental and groceries and made 
almost $9000 for the church’s operational budget. 
Donation envelopes are in the pews and  can be put 
in collection baskets anytime before Oct 27.Please 
make sure you put your name on for tax receipt pur-
poses. 
Our goal is to make $10,0000.00 this year -we can do 
it with your support! 
The next committee meeting will be Sept.30 at 7 pm 
at the church...everyone is welcome ! 

Next Building Fund Collection: the 
weekend of September 27 & 28. 

The Parish Office 
will be closed 
Wednesday Septem-
ber 18 to Tuesday 
October 8, 2019. 

Phone messages 
will be checked dur-
ing this time. 

We would like to extend an invitation 
to all Families of St. Stephen to join 
us in our Perpetual Rosary.  It would 
be a great time to introduce the Ro-
sary to your children if you have not 
already done so.  Teach your chil-

dren to pray the Our Father, Hail Mary and the Glo-
ry Be and let each child recite the intentions each 
day.   Each family will be assigned one decade of 
the Rosary, that is one Our Father, 10 Hail Mary,s 
and one Glory Be to be recited each day for one 
month, then the following month you will receive a 
new decade and new intentions.  Our inten-
tions  which are compiled for you include praying for 
our Families, our Parish, our Community and our 
world. You do not have to physically be with our 
group to pray the Perpetual Rosary, it can be recit-
ed anywhere at any time of the day.  Husbands and 
Wives, join us -  Moms, Dads and Children join us, -
  Grandfathers and Grandmothers join us, -  Sisters 
and Brothers join us -  all single persons join us.  All 
are welcome, please join us.   

 If you have any questions or need more infor-
mation, please call Bertha Lamont at 403 596 2833  

We are looking to start up our 

Children's Liturgy Program. We 

are in desperate need of volun-

teers. Please consider sharing 

you talents through this im-

portant  ministry. 

Please contact the parish office 

if you would like to  volunteer. 

Inviting all Believers of Jesus Christ who is in 
need of prayers  & word of God with the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit,  especially our Filipino 
community, one of our brothers in Calgary /Red 
Deer from El Shaddai would like to share the 
goodness of God one Sunday inside the church 
after the mass.  The date would be seen also in 
the bulletin. 
Thank you & May God bless us all. 

 

Mass Times  
Weekend   Weekdays  

Saturday:      5 pm           Tuesday: 7pm 

Sunday:        11 am           Friday:    9am        

 24thSunday in Ordinary Time 
September 15, 2019 
Exodus 32.7-11, 13-14 

   1Timothy 1.12-17 
Luke 15.1-32 

St. Stephen  Catholic Church 
5128-53rd Street   Lacombe, AB   T4L 1J7  

Phone 403-782-3514   E-mail: 
StStephen.Lacombe@caedm.ca 

The three parables in  Luke 15 share a common theme: Something lost is found. When what was lost is returned to its 
rightful place the response is great joy. This week I will address the first of the three, the parable of the lost sheep. 

Let’s take a moment to set the scene that inspired Jesus to teach these parables. Tax collectors and other “sinners” are 
gathering around a common table to eat with Jesus and listen to him teach. This is too much for the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law who stand nearby. For them, feeding sinners was praiseworthy but eating with them was forbidden. 
Food was shared from common bowls and all dipped their bread in the same vessels. We can sense the agitation. 
These men—supposedly the shepherds of the community—are publicly reacting with shock and disdain. 

Jesus tells these grumblers a parable that also engages the outcasts. He introduces the main character, a shepherd. At 
that time shepherding was a dishonorable and ritually unclean trade. Shepherds routinely left their women unprotected 
at night to be with their flocks. They were also considered thieves because they allowed their sheep to graze in fields 
that did not belong to them. Yes, Moses and David were both shepherds, but they were exceptions. 

Jesus wonders if any of his listeners would leave a flock of ninety-nine valuable animals in the care of hired men to go 
out and search for a single lost sheep. The expected answer would be sharp and direct: “No! I would not! Seeking lost 
sheep is perilous—and besides, I didn’t lose that sheep. That sheep lost me!” People in the Middle East have a distinc-
tive take on personal responsibility. Once an employee in Jerusalem explained to me why he was late for work. He did 
not miss the bus. He had every intention of being on that bus, but “the bus missed him.” He didn’t assume any personal 
responsibility for his tardiness. The bus simply did not cooperate with his plans. From his perspective this explanation 
made perfect sense. Now we can understand how a shepherd in the time of Jesus might ignore the fact that a sheep 
had gone missing. The shepherd didn’t lose that sheep. That sheep lost the shepherd. That cultural background brings 
out the shock element in the story. 

Jesus’s good shepherd does leave the ninety-nine and go in search for the lost animal. He knows the sheep has be-
come “cast down.” A friend of mine is a professional shepherd and explained the process to me. Due to the weight of its 
fleece, a fallen animal can end up with its feet in the air, unable to get up and return at the call of the shepherd. It loses 
circulation in its legs. The sheep begins to bleat helplessly, hoping the shepherd will find it and restore its ability to walk. 
Its plaintive cry is easy for the shepherd to hear and follow—but just as easy for local predators looking for an easy 
meal. 

In the parable the shepherd risks life and limb to save this animal. He sets out, listening for the bleating. When he finds 
the sheep, he has to act quickly because now both of them are in danger from predators. The animal’s weight does not 
allow him to carry it all the way back to the village, but he quickly hoists the sheep on his shoulders and begins to run in 
place, watching for wolves. This allows him to use his shoulders to help pump the blood that has drained into the 
sheep’s thorax back down to its legs. After about ten minutes the task is completed and the cast-down sheep is restored 
and can follow him back to the flock. 

When the shepherd arrives there is great rejoicing in the village. They know he took a great risk to find, restore, and re-
turn the lost sheep. With great risk comes great reward. Jesus promises there will be similar rejoicing in heaven when 
even one sinner repents. 

https://bibles.org/eng-NABRE/Luke/15/


 

Mass intention 

September 13: + Holy Souls 

September 14: Special Intention of Mike & Tan-

na Oness 

September 15: Special Intention of Gordon 

Hoffman 

September 20: Louis Briere 

September 21: Special Intention of Maureen & 

Patrick Doherty 

September 22: Special Intention of Isaac Hoff-

man 

September 29: + Ted Stephenson 

October 4: Special Intention of Jacquie Briere 

October 6: Special Intention of Charles & Kelly 

Briere 

Parish Priest Father Shimit 780 932 5659 

Parish Secre-

tary 

Cathy Weinkauf 403-782-3514 

Parish Council 

Chair 

Glen Snethun 403 789-6287 

FLCS Principal Maria Wagner 403 782-9345 

FLCS Vice 

Principal 

Dustin Fountain 403 782-9345 

Liturgy Coordi-

nator 

Annette Specht 403 782 2708 

St Gregory the 

Great Principle 

Ike Hanna 403 885-1008 

Please pray for the sick of our Par-

ish: 

Pat Hayden, Jill Miller, Helen De-

peauw, Nancy Wynnyk, Sylvia 

Jorgenson, Loretta Schropp, 

Brittnay Sage & Elaine McIIwain, Ellen Theresa 

Cheeseman, Teresa Graham, Dax Holloway. 

If you or your loved one no longer need to be on 

the list above please let the Parish Office know. 

Pastoral Care is a beautiful min-
istry that is in need of more vol-
unteers to make sure every shut 
in or person in a care home gets 
Holy Eucharist once a week if 
they desire. 

If interested please contact  

Trudy Stainistreet 403 877-5453                                              

Julie Galenza        403 782-2359                                              

NEXT BOTTLE DRIVE - September 
28 & 29th!!  Bring all the returnable 
containers you have been saving over 
the summer to church on Saturday 
(28th) or Sunday (29th) and leave 
them in the boxes in the foyer!!  If you 
would prefer to drop them off or have 
them picked up please call Therese at 

403 782-2057.  Returnable brochures and handouts 
with the dates for Bottle Drives for the next year are 
available on the Parish Bulletin Board.  

Mass time change for nest 
week– September 16-20 

Father will be away Tues-
day September 17 so 
there will be no evening 
mass. 

There will be mass 
Wednesday September 18 @ 7pm. 

 

 

We are blessed that you 

have chosen to join us in 

worship  at St Stephen’s. If 

you are new or have not reg-

istered, please fill out the 

“New Parishioner Form” 

which  can be found on the bulletin board in 

the Foyer. 

R C I A - Rite of 
Christian Initia-
tion of Adults 

Are you interested 
in becoming a 
Catholic, do you 
like to know more 

about the catholic faith? 

Come, join us in preparation for baptism, 
becoming a full member of the Catholic 
Church or to just learn more about the 
catholic faith. We will begin meeting once a 
week, beginning in the middle of October, 
the day of the week and time to be deter-
mined by people’s availability. 

For registration and general information. 
Anyone interested is most welcome to at-
tend. 

To get more information or to register 
please phone the office at 403 782 3514 or 
Annette at 403 782 2708. We are looking 
forward to hearing from you! 

 Could you not watch 

with me one hour” 

Matthew: 26:40 

Monthly Adoration-

every third Friday 9am-Midnight 

Sign up for a monthly hour 

Please contact Peggy Hoffman @ 403 782-

1448 or the Parish Office @ 409 782-3514 

Next Adoration: September 20, 2019 

Save the Date – Pledge Campaign #3 
Launch October 19 & 20 

Please plan on joining us after Masses on Oc-
tober 19 & 20 for the parish commitment launch 
of our third Pledge Campaign. After each Mass 
that weekend, we have arranged a free meal 
(hot buffet on Sat, Filipino buffet on Sun) for us 
to share as a parish family. A short, interactive 
discussion of the Campaign goals and purpose 
will follow the meal. We invite all parishioners to 
attend this important function and offer your 
commitment to the Campaign! See you there! 

 

Pledge Campaign – Reflection 

“Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and see 
this great sight and see why the bush is not 
burned up.’ When the Lord saw that he had 
turned aside to see, God called to him out of 
the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I 
am.’”  Exodus 3:3-4 

Prayer: 

Lord, as our stewardship adventure continues 
here on earth, there may be no burning bush or 
voice of God. Instead there is a call from our 
priest and our church leaders. Thank you, Lord, 
for calling us to be a part of this adventure in 
faith. “Take my life and let it be consecrated, 
Lord, to thee.” We pray for our church family: 
help us to be open to your voice, to listen to 
your call, and to discern your will for our lives. I 
pray in the name of Christ. Amen 

Ladies, our first meeting for the fall is on 
Wednesday, September 11 at 7pm at the 
church.  We look forward to seeing you all of 
you there and catching up on our busy sum-
mers.  We value your contribution to the dis-
cussion about how to best promote faith devel-
opment, fellowship and service work in our 
parish and community in the coming year.   


